The past as prologue.
What has the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) accomplished in the last 25 years in its efforts to advance medical education, biomedical research, and health delivery in this country? Can the AAMC's past accomplishments help predict how it will respond to future challenges? To answer these questions, the author traces in detail the recent history of the AAMC, focusing on the expansion of the association's role and constituencies and how these and other changes were precipitated by recommendations in the AAMC's 1965 "Coggeshall Report." He also recounts how the AAMC has responded to the pressures and needs of recent years (such as fostering an increase in the number of practicing physicians) and describes in detail the organization and functions of the AAMC's staff, with emphasis on its six divisions and the fact that many of the complex issues that confront the AAMC transcend the boundaries of governance councils and staff divisions and dictate that association policy be based on broad consensus. Looking ahead, he sees at least four important activities that the AAMC will continue to be involved with: fostering the education of more minority students; promoting health services research; finding an appropriate role in the evolution of health care reform; and addressing the need for academic medicine to be more socially responsive. The author concludes that the AAMC's highly regarded record, its organization, and its financial stability all indicate that it will do well as it tackles the issues on the horizon and others not yet in view.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)